
Current Operational Alert Level: 2

Current Re-Entry Phase: 1.5

Team GRDA:

At a press conference this afternoon, Governor Kevin Stitt gave an update on the COVID-19
crisis and the state’s efforts to reopen the economy through Oklahoma’s “Open Up and
Recover Safely” plan. The governor highlighted his two priorities of implementation:

1. Beat the virus and protect the health and safety of Oklahomans; and

2. Quickly revive the economy and give freedom and prosperity back to all Oklahomans

The governor stated that while it is impossible to eliminate the virus until there is a vaccine,
we can still move forward with decisions to reopen the economy based on the data here in
Oklahoma. One very good resource that I have highlighted before is
coronavirus.health.ok.gov, which provides data down to the zip code. GRDA will also be
watching this localized data closely as we make decisions about our own re-entry plans.

There are very positive trends in some of the data. For example, Oklahoma has the 8th fewest
cases per capita in the nation. Oklahoma is testing more people per capita than California,
Florida and Georgia, though our infection rate is far lower here. We have seen twenty days of
continued declines in hospitalizations (560 at end of March, 306 on April 24, 236 on May 1,
and 218 as of yesterday). Today there are 932 active cases among 4 million Oklahomans, with
3500 recoveries.

The governor commented that the data shows we are in great shape to move to Phase 2

tomorrow, May 15th. His “Safer at Home” order continues to apply through the end of this
month for Oklahomans age 65 and older, and those with compromised immune systems.

Some highlights of Phase 2 include:

Individual guidance:

• Continue following safer-at-home guidelines if they are over 65 or part of a vulnerable
population

• Maintain social distancing from others when in public
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• Avoid socializing in groups that do not readily allow for appropriate social distancing

• Consider resuming non-essential travel

Employer guidance:

• Close common areas or enforce social distancing and sanitation protocols

• Honor requests of personnel who are members of a vulnerable population for special
accommodations

• Employers are recommended to implement social distancing protocols, which include
proper sanitation and use of protective equipment when interacting with the public

Specific Employer guidance:

• Organized sports activities can reopen and operate under proper social distancing and

sanitation protocols

• Visits to Senior Care Facilities and Hospitals should still be prohibited

• Bars can operate with diminished standing-room occupancy, where applicable and
appropriate, and under social distancing and sanitation protocols.

• Funerals and weddings can resume under social distancing protocols

• Children’s nursery areas in places of worship can reopen

In closing, Governor Stitt noted that Oklahoma will continue to take this seriously. Now is not
the time to take our foot off the gas. If the data holds, he believes we should be able to

implement Phase 3 of Open Up and Recover Safely on June 1st.

At GRDA we will continue to also make re-entry decisions based on local data and with the
recommendations of health care experts.  The GRDA plans for moving into Phase 2 of our Re-
Entry Plan remains unchanged.  We anticipate beginning Phase 2 of our plan on June 1. 
Information on our implementation of our own Phase 2 will be provided to you toward the
end of next week, so please be on the lookout for that.

Stay healthy,
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