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In the pages of this special edi-
tion GRDA Summer Currents/
Lake Guide, I hope you will find 

much information that will prove 
to be helpful and informative to 
you, whether you are a full time 
resident of the lakes area or visiting 
for the first time in 2012.

GRDA was created over 75 years 
ago and, from its very beginnings, 
it was charged with stewardship 
responsibilities for the waters of 
the Grand River system. Over the 

course of its long history GRDA has responded to that charge 
by constructing hydroelectric facilities along the river, imple-
menting ecosystems management and habitat enhancement 
programs and working with other agencies and the public to 
preserve and protect Grand’s waters.

Of course, all that effort centers on beautiful Grand and Hud-
son lakes. Since the completion of Pensacola Dam in 1940, 
GRDA lakes have been drawing visitors to a very scenic corner 
of Northeast Oklahoma. Grand’s highly developed shoreline 
and open expanses, and Hudson’s scenic coves and quiet waters 
support a thriving recreation and tourism industry that truly 
completes the vision of the men and women who first dreamed 
of the GRDA idea in the mid 1930s.

On behalf of Team GRDA, I want you to know how proud 
we are of our lakes, our history and our reputation not only as 
good steward of these waters, but also as a provider of low-
cost, reliable electricity across the entire state. GRDA has been 
providing that electricity to Oklahoma since it first harnessed 
the waters of the Grand River in 1940.

Again, I do hope you find this publication helpful to you as 
you experience the GRDA lakes area. 

Have a safe and enjoyable outing! 

Sincerely,

This publication printed by Western Printing Co., Inc, is issued as 
authorized by 82 O.S. Sec 861 et seq. 2,500 copies have been 
printed at a cost of $3,090.00 Copies have been deposited with the 
Publications Clearinghouse of the Oklahoma Department of Libraries.

Daniel S. Sullivan
GRDA Chief Executive Officer

Director of Investments

Welcome to the 
GRDA lakes area
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Contact GRDA
Administration Headquarters
918.256.5545 main
PO Box 409, 226 W. Dwain Willis Ave., Vinita, OK 74301-0409

Ecosystems and Education Center
918.782.4726 main
PO Box 70, Langley, OK 74350-0070

GRDA Police
918.256.0911
PO Box 70, Langley, OK 74350-0070
If you need assistance from your boat, radio the GRDA Police on:
Marine Band 16

GRDA information also available on Facebook, Twitter and grda.com. 
* Sign up for the GRDA text alert service. Click on the “News” link at grda.com.
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There was a name change a few years ago to reflect all the 
duties of  the department, but on the water, the role of  
Grand River Dam Authority’s law enforcement personnel 

remains the same.

Once known as the GRDA Lake Patrol, the department has 
been GRDA Police since 2009. The name more accurately 
conveys the wide range of  tasks the officers perform on a 
daily basis. While enforcing lake rules and regulations, con-
ducting boat inspections and helping to ensure safe outings 
on Grand Lake and Hudson Lake are top priorities; the de-
partment is also responsible for investigating injuries, deaths, 
and any theft that occurs on GRDA property, including 
electric substations. In short, the department is responsible 
for protecting GRDA assets wherever they are located in the 
state of  Oklahoma.

With 11 facilities, over 1,200 miles of  high voltage electric 
transmission lines, and hundreds of  substations, there are a 
lot of  GRDA assets in Oklahoma.

However the department’s roots do belong on the lake shore. 
Grand Lake’s popularity grew quickly after Pensacola Dam’s 
completion in 1940 and eventually there was a need for a 
patrol force to watch over the waters and water users. The 
Oklahoma Legislature empowered GRDA to prescribe and 
enforce lake rules and regulations and the GRDA Lake Patrol 
was created.

Lake Hudson and the W.R. Holway Reservoir were both 
created in the 1960s and the department’s patrol efforts ex-
tended to those bodies of  water as well. All together GRDA 

Patrolling the waters; protecting our assets

manages 70,000 surface acres of  waters in Oklahoma and 
keeping the public safe on those waters is priority one for the 
GRDA Police.

As with all law enforcement departments, GRDA officers 
must have Council on Law Enforcement Education and 
Training (CLEET) certification. Obviously a background in 
boating and water safety is also an important aspect of  the job. 

Operating on a 24/7 schedule, the department headquarters 
were moved to the new GRDA Ecosystems & Education 

Above: GRDA Officer Jason Littlefield at work on 
Grand Lake.                                                    
Left and opposite page: On the water, and on the 
land, the department helps safeguard GRDA assets 
all across the service area.
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Shawn Allred Derrick Bidleman Lissa Brown Tyler Brown

building in 2010. The building is also home to the free tours 
of  Pensacola Dam in the summer months and serves as a 
“one stop shop” for all lake-related permitting needs for 
Grand and Hudson. Most importantly for the GRDA Police, 
it is located right next to Oklahoma’s premier water play-
ground. On busy holiday weekends, some say the population 
around the lakeshore swells to the size of  Oklahoma’s third 
largest city. GRDA’s skilled patrol force is present to help 
promote safe outings for all those visitors.

It’s an effort that lasts year round and, each spring, GRDA 
officers teach free safe boating courses at the Ecosystems and 
Education Center. At various other events, they also promote 
water safety and proper life jacket usage.

For more information about the GRDA Police Department, 
its safety presentations or how an officer can assist you, con-
tact the department at (918) 256 0911.

Brian Edwards
Chris Carlson

Scott Cox Seth Hembree Steve Henry Jason Littlefield Bruce Smith Amanda Sullivan

GRDA Police Department
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GRDA’s Lake Advisory System

The Grand River Dam Authority is combining its water 
sampling efforts with the internet to provide lake users with 
more accurate and timely information on lake conditions. It’s 

being called the GRDA Lakes Advisory System and it debuts in 
the summer of 2012.

According to GRDA Corporate Communications Director Jus-
tin Alberty, the new advisory system is based on a two-pronged 
approach.

“First of all, there is our new text notification system we are 
putting in place,” said Alberty. “Then there will also be the in-
teractive lake map on our web page that will be tied to updated 
information from our water sampling efforts.”

Similar to the lake stakeholder email database that GRDA has 
had in place for several years, the text notification system will 
be a free service for the public. According to Alberty, those 
interested in receiving texts from GRDA regarding lake issues 
can sign up for the service at grda.com, by following the drop 
down menu on the News link.

“Most everyone has their cell phone on them these days, 
around the lake and even when they are on the water,” said 
Alberty. “This new texting service will allow us to send them 
notifications on lake related topics wherever they go.”

Floodgate operations, special lake event reminders, information 
on water conditions, and other GRDA and lake related items 
can be communicated via the new system.

“We can text out bulletins, interactive links that can take users 
back to information on our website, and other items that will be 
designed to improve our communications,” added Alberty. 

The second part of the lakes advisory system ties into the ongo-
ing water sampling efforts of the GRDA Ecosystems Manage-
ment Department. 

Ever since the completion of the GRDA Ecosystems Water 
Quality Laboratory in 2010, the department has been expand-
ing and developing its water monitoring efforts. In fact, the 
installation of several floating water quality profilers in Grand 
and Hudson lakes in 2011 has brought the monitoring results 

into the “real time” digital age. 

Mounted on a couple of small pontoons, the 
floating monitor located in front of Pensaco-
la Dam has the ability to gather water quality 
information at three-foot intervals from 
the top to the bottom of the water column. 
Similar profilers are located in the tailrace 
below the dam, as well as above and below 
Robert S. Kerr Dam on Lake Hudson.

All that real time information, as well as 
monthly results taken from several other 
locations around Grand and Hudson, will be 
available on an interactive lake map page on 
grda.com.

“The public will be able to click on a dot on the map that cor-
responds to the sampling site,” said GRDA Assistant Gen-
eral Manager of Ecosystems/Lake Management Dr. Darrell 
Townsend. “When they do that, the latest water quality results 
for several parameters will appear in a pop up box.”

Townsend said the GRDA Ecosystems Department has estab-
lished 14 permanent sampling sites on Grand Lake, along with 
eight on Hudson and three on the W.R. Holway Reservoir. Dur-
ing much of the year those sights will be tested on a monthly 
basis. However, if conditions warrant, samples can be taken on 
weekly basis.

“As we move into the summer months when conditions might 
be developing for the presence of blue green algae (BGA), we 
will sample more often,” said Townsend. “We just want the 
public to have the best information possible.”

However possible BGA is just one factor in GRDA’s new test-
ing routine at permanent sites. Information on water quality 
parameters like dissolved oxygen, turbidity, bacteria and others 
are also being collected routinely. 

“What we want to be able to do is provide this information on 
the interactive site so that lake users have the information they 
need to make their own informed decisions about lake condi-
tions,” said Townsend. “We simply want to share the infor-
mation we are collecting with all those who have an interest 
in Grand and Hudson lakes. We think the new lake advisory 
system will help us to do that.”

An interactive map will be featured on GRDA’s website (www.grda.com), 
providing information on water quality conditions on Grand Lake.
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As part of a continuing effort to educate the public about Oklahoma’s Kyle Williams Boating Safety Education Act, the Grand 
River Dam Authority offers free boater safety courses each spring and summer.

The Act, which became Oklahoma law in January 2007, prohibits youth between the ages of 12 and up to 16 years old without a 
valid driver’s license, from operating any vessel powered by a motor of more than 10 horsepower or a sailing vessel 16-feet or longer 
without first completing an approved boater safety course. Children in this age group are also required to have a certification 
documenting their completion of the course. The free courses taught by the GRDA Police provide the necessary certification for 
participants. 

Courses take place at the GRDA Ecosystems and Education Center in Langley. They are offered on selected Saturdays and typi-
cally last from 9AM to 4PM. While the law requires ages 12 to 16 to take the course before boating, GRDA encourages adults to 
participate as well. 

GRDA has been offering the free boating courses since the law went into effect. For more information on the class and the current 
schedule, contact GRDA at (918) 256-0644.

GRDA offers free boater safety courses

boat  safe  •  boat  smart  •  boat  cert i f ied

One of the major features of the Grand River Dam Authority’s Ecosystems and Education Center in Langley is the Grand Hall. 
In fact, since the building was officially opened to the public in April 2010, thousands of people have passed through the 
Grand Hall for special events, training sessions, conferences, building tours, banquets and more.

The Grand Hall overlooks Grand Lake and historic Pensacola Dam, and was a welcomed addition to the lake’s southern end as a 
much-needed meeting space. For GRDA, the room has offered a permanent location for many public meetings and employee train-
ing. During the Grand Lake Shoreline Management Plan (SMP) development process, GRDA held 27 different public meetings at 
various locations around the lake and across Oklahoma. While traveling to different locations was an important part of the effort 
to get public input, the availability of a permanent meeting/training location in Langley continues to benefit GRDA.

The Grand Hall has 1,920 square feet of flexible meeting space and can accommodate up to 144 people in certain layouts. Mean-
while, the Hudson Conference Room, also located in the Ecosystems and Education Center, can accommodate up to 12 people for 
smaller meetings.

Both rooms are available for public rental. For more information, contact GRDA Assistant Superintendent of Properties Adminis-
tration Debra Young at (918) 782 4726 or dyoung@grda.com.

Grand Hall, a welcome addition
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GRDA Police
918-256-0911
Marine Band 16
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Vessel Operation - Boats must not operate 
within 200 feet of  any GRDA dam or no clos-
er than 500 feet during generation. No person 
shall operate on the waters of  this state, 
except privately owned waters, any vessel 
including personal watercraft, within fifty (50) 
feet in proximity to another vessel when run-
ning at speeds of  over ten (10) miles per hour; 
provided, this prohibition shall not apply to 
vessels operating in sanctioned events. It shall 
be unlawful for any person to operate any 
vessel upon the waters of  this state which are 
under GRDA jurisdiction, between the hours 
of  one-half  hours after sunset and one-half  
hour before sunrise (night time) at any speed 
in excess of  twenty-five (25) miles per hour.
Speed Limit - Any person who operates or 
gives permission to operate a vessel on any 
waters of  this state shall operate at a careful 
and prudent speed not greater than or less 
than is reasonable, having due regard to other 
vessels, water skiers, swimmers, restrictive and 
informational markers or buoys, existing wind 
conditions, waves or other weather conditions 
then existing.
Wake Jumping - Wake jumping is prohibited 
in any cove, creek or hollow.

BOATING SAFETy CHECKLIST
√ Before you leave the dock, know the stability, load capability and handling  of the vessel you’re 

operating.

√ Check the water conditions. Know where hazards like sandbars and stump beds are located.

√ Before you leave home, check the weather. Don’t get caught on the lake in a storm. 

√ Boaters need a float plan. Tell someone responsible where you are going and when you 
will return. 

√ Double check to see if all your safety equipment is on the boat (required by law): PFD 
life preservers, throwable cushions, oars, anchor, bailing device, fire extinguishers, 
lights, horn or whistle.

√ “If you drink, don’t drive” applies on the lake. Most lake accidents are alcohol relat-
ed. Don’t become a statistic.

Water Skiing - Water skiing, jet skiing and simi-
lar activities are permitted only during daylight 
hours and is prohibited upstream from above 
Twin Bridges, in Elm Creek, east of  Grove. A 
boat towing a skier must have a person (at least 8 
years old) in position to observe that skier, unless 
a rear view mirror has been installed for boat 
operator observation of  skier.

Duck Creek Rules 
The following lake rules apply for the Duck 
Creek area on Grand Lake:

•	All watercraft 8.5 feet in width or less or 
watercraft 30 feet or less in length shall 
operate at a planing speed not to exceed 
30 MPH. Boats must be up on a plane or 
go slowly, producing minimum wake.

•	All other watercraft shall operate at slow 
speed, producing minimum wake.

•	All watercraft must stay to the right of the 
buoys and at least 150 feet away from 
docks and shore.

•	May 1 through October 1, a no-wake zone 
shall be in effect each night between sun-
set and sunrise.

•	On the 4th of July, all watercraft in Duck 
Creek must operate at slow speed, minimum 
wake, round the clock (all day, all night).

Life Jackets 
Save Lives !
To make sure you have the proper life 
jacket, the GRDA Police offer these 
safety tips:

Buy your own personal life jacket,  
and use it. One size does not fit all.

LOOK AT the label. It will provide 
weight, size and use information.

TRy IT on to check the fit. Once 
the straps and buckles are secured, 
it should not slip over your head.

NEVER uSE water toys in place of 
an approved life jacket.

CHECK your life jacket yearly for 
flotation and fit.

FINALLy, WEAR A LIFE JACKET to 
set an example for younger children 
and to increase your chances of sur-
vival in an accident.

Safety Inspection - Boats kept or operated 
on GRDA lakes may be inspected by GRDA 
Police. A safety inspection sticker will be 
placed on the port front portion of  boat. This 
is a free inspection.

Boating RegulationsBoATInG REGuLATIons
noTE: This is only a guide to answer frequently asked questions concerning lake rules. 

The complete set of rules and regulations are available at grda.com. 

Duck
Creek

Arrowhead Point

Bass
Hollow

Cherokee
Creek

Duck
Creek

The Turn
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For the past six years, the Grand River Dam Authority’s (GRDA) Ecosystems Management Department has hosted Rush for 
Brush workshops on Grand Lake and Lake Hudson.   

The workshops are a concentrated effort to improve the fish habitat in the lakes. By enhancing the natural fish habitat with the 
artificial structures, or spider blocks, small fry are given a place to hide from the bigger fish. This, in turn, creates a fish attractant 
which is popular with area fishermen.  

“Our motivation was to supplement the 
natural fish habitat with artificial structures,” 
said Brent Davis, GRDA Fisheries Coordina-
tor. “As a fisherman, I have actually made the 
habitats out of different materials and found 
that the way we make the spider blocks works 
the best and is by far the easiest. The cinder 
blocks are small, easy to handle and anyone 
can put them in their favorite fishing holes.” 

At the workshops, GRDA provides the materi-
als necessary to build the spider block habitats 
and lake area volunteers assemble them.  

The success of the program can be seen in the 
growing number of volunteers that attend, as 
well as the number of habitats deployed. In 
six years, over five hundred volunteers have 
deployed more than 7,500 structures. 

 “This has brought communities together working for a common cause- fish habitat,” said Davis. “Besides providing substantial 
benefits for fish and fishermen, one of the best things about it is that it doesn’t put anything harmful in the water.”

The popularity of the program has not been limited to the events or even the local area; in fact, it has received national attention.  
According to Davis, phone calls from all over the United States have been answered. Callers want to know about materials, how to 
construct the blocks and what is the appropriate water depth to place them. 

 “The most frequently asked questions, at our GRDA booths, have been about our 
Rush for Brush events.”

The event has proven to be successful in more ways than anticipated. Not only do the 
habitats provide protection for fish – which means more catches for fishermen – but 
the whole program gives GRDA Ecosystems more face to face time with lake enthusi-
asts. Thus, both beneficial habitats, and relationships, are built.

Finally, an improved fish habitat has a positive economic impact on the lake area.

“More fish habitat means more fish, more fish means more fishermen and more fish-
ermen means more money into the Northeast Oklahoma economy,” said Davis.

Above: Volunteers have helped to make the GRDA Rush for Brush program a success.                   
Left: GRDA Assistant General Manager of Ecosystems/Lake Management addresses the crowd at a 
recent Rush for Brush event.
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The United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) dubbed them “public enemy num-
ber one” on the aquatic nuisance species list. 

Up in the Great Lakes region, their very presence 
has led to millions of dollars in expenditures directed 
towards trying to control their spread. And, since the 
early 1990s, an Oklahoma task force has kept its eyes 
on our state’s waters, watching for their presence and 
educating the public about their impact.

Of course, we are talking about the zebra mussel; a 
non-indigenous freshwater mollusk that has caused 
plenty of problems in our nation’s waterways since 
their arrival in North America over two decades ago. 
The zebra mussels traveled across the Atlantic in the 
bilge water of cargo ships that made their way into the 
Great Lakes. That is a long way from their native homes 
in Russian waters and the Caspian and Black Seas.  

They have certainly lived up to their nuisance label 
since their arrival. The Grand River Dam Authority 
joined the Oklahoma Zebra Mussel Task Force two 
decades ago and has been monitoring the waters of 
the Grand River system and working to inform the 
public ever since.

The mussels 
are small; 
most are only the size 
of a thumbnail. They 
have an elongated 
D-shape shell with a 
zebra-like pattern of 
stripes. Adult mussels 
can grow to 1.5” to 2” 
in length. With tiny, 
threadlike filaments 
they can attach to 
water intake structures, 
boat hulls, reefs, buoys, 
docks and other sub-
merged objects. Add 
in the facts that they 
can reproduce very 
rapidly (a female can 
lay up to a million eggs 

in a season) and have no natural predators and the zebra mussel 
problem becomes clear.  

In 2008, the GRDA Ecosystems Management Department 
partnered with Oklahoma Aquarium at Jenks to produce a 
permanent display to educate aquarium visitors about zebra 
mussels. The department has also worked closely with organi-
zations like the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary and the 
United States Army Corps of Engineers to spread the word to 
lake users. 

For more information on zebra mussels or to report a possible 
sighting in GRDA waters, contact the GRDA Ecosystems Man-
agement Department at (918) 782 4726.

Preventing the spread of Zebra Mussels

Above: GRDA’s Zebra Mussel display at the Oklahoma Aquarium in Jenks.
Left: GRDA Biologist Sam Ziara checks for zebra mussels at one of many 
testing sites on GRDA lakes.
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GRDA Rules for Four-Wheel, 
Off-Road, All-Terrain Vehicles

no PAssEnGERs are allowed on three-
wheelers, four-wheelers or motorcycles.

Low GEAR is required except on trails posted 
at speed limits in excess of five (5) MPH.

no RACInG on GRDA property is allowed 
except as otherwise permitted by a sanctioned 
event permit.

ALL vEHICLEs, including motorcycles, must 
be equipped with working front and rear lights.

DunE BuGGIEs and 4X4 vehicles must have 
a roll bar sufficient to support the weight of 
the vehicle and must have a seat belt for each 
person.

GRDA sHALL not be liable and hereby dis-
claims any responsibility for any and all inju-
ries and accidents, up to and including death, 
which may occur as a result of participating 
in off-road activities. Each driver and passen-
ger rides at his/her own risk and assumes the 
risk of the activity.

ALCoHoLIC BEvERAGEs, including low-
point beer, are prohibited from areas in which 
off-road activities occur.

DRIvERs sHALL obey all signs posted on 
GRDA land, including areas that are off limits 
and speed designations.

PEnALTIEs: GRDA law enforcement person-
nel may verbally order any person that is vio-
lating these rules to immediately exit the lands 
of GRDA.

In the interest of public safety, there shall be no 
four-wheel vehicles, off-road vehicles or ATVs 
on GRDA lands except in designated areas.

Tips to help hinder the 
spread of Zebra Mussels:
•  Boats should not be left in the water 

for extended periods of time. With 

regular use, engine heat should keep 

mussels from colonizing inside most 

engine parts.

•  Always drain the bilge water, live 

wells and bait buckets.

•  Inspect the boat and trailer immedi-

ately upon leaving the water.

•  Scrape off any mussel found. DO 

NOT return them to the water.

•  If possible, dry the boat and trailer 

for at least a week before 

entering another 

waterway. (If condi-

tions are right, 

mussels can 

live up to 

seven days on 

a boat hull outside 

the water.)

•  Wash boat parts and 

accessories that contact the water 

using hot water (at least 140 degrees 

Fahrenheit), a ten percent solution of 

household chlorine bleach, or hot salt-

water solution. Do not wash the boat 

at the ramp where these solutions 

could pollute the water. Always finish 

with a clean water rinse.

Lake Revenues Compared 
to Lake Expenses
Lake	Revenues*	 $				 	1,428,075.87	

Lake	Expenses**

	 Direct	Lake	Expenses	 $ (3,119,259.47)	
	 Other	Expenses	 $ (1,770,785.32)

Excess	of	Lake	Management	 	
Costs	over	Revenues	 	$ (3,461,968.92)

Additionally, any person, after notice, and 
opportunity to be heard in accordance with 
Subchapter 21 (in the official GRDA Lake 
Rules and Regulations),  may be banned from 
the lands of GRDA for a period of time up to, 
and including, ninety (90) days.

Title 47. Motor Vehicles,  Chapter 11 Rules of 
the Road, Section 11-1117 - All-Terrain Vehi-
cles - Helmets - Passenger - Fines

A. It shall be unlawful for a person less than 
eighteen (18) years of age to operate or 
to be carried as a passenger upon an all-
terrain vehicle unless the person wears a 
crash helmet of a type which complies with 
standards established by 49 C.F.R., Sec-
tion 571.218.

B. It shall be unlawful for the operator of an all-
terrain vehicle to carry a passenger unless 
that all-terrain vehicle has been specifically 
designed by the manufacturer to carry pas-
sengers in addition to the operator.

C. Fine and court costs for violating the provi-
sions of this section shall not exceed twenty-
five dollars ($25.00). Any peace officer of 
this state including, but not limited to park 
rangers, is authorized to enforce the provi-
sions of this section. All monies collected 
pursuant to a citation for a violation of this 
section shall be deposited in the Oklahoma 
Tourism and Recreation Department Revolv-
ing Fund for credit to the cost center of the 
state park or public recreation area where 
such citation was issued.

D. Any parent, legal guardian or person having 
actual responsibility for a person under 
eighteen (18) years of age, or who is the 
owner of the all-terrain vehicle operated by 
a person under eighteen (18) years of age, 
who knows, or should have known, that the 
person operating the all-terrain vehicle is not 
in compliance with the provisions of this 
section, shall be punishable according to the 
provisions of subsection C of this section.

E.  As used in this section, “all-terrain vehi-
cle” means a motorized vehicle manufac-
tured and used exclusively for off-highway 
use which is forty-eight (48) inches or less 
in width, with an unladen dry weight of eight 
hundred (800) pounds or less, traveling on 
two or more low-pressure tires, having a seat 
designed to be straddled by the operator, and 
which is steered by the use of handlebars.

F.  The provisions of this section shall apply 
only to persons operating all-terrain vehicles 
on public lands.

G. The provisions of this section shall not apply 
to persons operating an all-terrain vehicle on 
privately owned property.

*   Lake Revenues are comprised mainly of commercial and private dock fees.
** Lake Expenses are comprised mainly of costs associated  with Lake Patrol, Compliance, Permitting, and Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC) fees. 
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Like all rivers, the river that would one day be known as the 
“Grand” in Northeast Oklahoma has benefited civilization 
for centuries. Long before anyone ever thought of making a lake 

from its waters or harnessing those waters to create electricity, the 
Grand was supplying a necessary resource for those along its shores.

It is a river that truly belongs to Oklahoma; from its beginnings, 
the Grand flows for 125 miles in a southwesterly direction, 
winding through the Ozark Mountain foothills, before giving 
itself to the larger Arkansas River, just outside of Muskogee, 
Oklahoma. It was a path that went uninterrupted for centu-
ries until mankind was able to draw even more benefit from its 
waters with the construction of hydroelectric facilities in the 20th 
century. GRDA’s Pensacola Dam and Robert S. Kerr Dam, along 
with the United States Army Corps of Engineers’ Fort Gibson 
Dam not only transformed the power of Grand’s flow into elec-
tricity, but the lakes created by these dams also powered a thriving 
recreation and tourism industry in Northeast Oklahoma.

However, let’s go back to the river’s beginning for a moment; 
let’s leave that place where it joins the Arkansas and travel up-
river, through the scenic hills and across the expanses of Grand’s 
lakes. As we go, we pass many tributaries that feed into the river, 
flowing from the western slopes of the Ozarks in Arkansas and 

Missouri. We also see 
other tributaries mov-
ing in from the west, 
flowing in from other 
parts of Oklahoma. And 
as we move northeast, 
across the wide play-
grounds of Grand Lake 
we soon come to that 
place where the Neosho 
(flowing in from the 
Northwest) and the 
Spring (flowing in from 
the Northeast) have 
joined to give us the 
Grand itself. 

The Neosho (a name 
which some still give to 
the Grand as it moves 
through Oklahoma) has 
its headwaters in Morris 
County, Kansas. As it 
flows in a southeasterly 
direction through that 

state, the river – which takes its name from a likely Osage word 
meaning clear, cold water – also takes in the waters of Kansas’ 
Cottonwood River, which help to make it stronger as it flows 
on towards Oklahoma. Along the route, other Kansas creeks 
and streams also find their way into the Neosho as well.  Over-
all, nearly 5,830 square miles of the Grand River’s watershed is 
located in Kansas. That is by far the biggest portion in any state 
and amounts for 57 percent of Grand’s total watershed.

The Spring (which takes its name from the many springs that 
feed it) gets its start in Barry County, Missouri before flowing 
129 miles through Southwest Missouri and Southeast Kansas. 
It helps to form the western boundary of the Ozark Mountains 

Four states, one river: 
The Grand River Watershed
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When rains of significant magnitude affect Northeast Oklahoma, the Grand River Dam Authority works closely with the 
United States Army Corps of Engineers to control the heavy flows of water along the Grand River System.

In the Flood Control Act of 1944, the United States Congress mandated that the Corps of Engineers direct the operations of the 
GRDA’s Pensacola Dam and Robert S. Kerr Dam for flood control.

The Corps of Engineers orders floodwater release rates that are consistent with downstream conditions and projected river crests. 
All the lakes along the Grand River, in the Arkansas River System, are operated to minimize downstream flooding, including 
Grand Lake, Lake Hudson and Fort Gibson Lake.

Flood Control along the Grand River

in both states and picks up plenty of small tributaries before 
joining the Neosho in Oklahoma. The Spring River’s watershed 
also accounts for roughly 25 percent of Grand’s total watershed, 
which equals about 2,577 square miles in Missouri and Kansas.
 
Finally, there is the Elk River. Though not nearly as long as the 
larger rivers that feed into the Grand, many believe the Elk to be 
every bit as scenic and inviting. It begins when Big Sugar Creek 
joins Little Sugar Creek near Pineville, Missouri and flows to-
wards the west, for roughly 35 miles, before meeting the Grand. 
The Elk contributes about 1,037 square miles, in Missouri and 
Arkansas, to the overall Grand River watershed. Together, all 
these rivers, as well as the creeks, streams and springs that feed 
them, eventually give Oklahoma its Grand River. 

While we may know it best today for its lakes that help provide 
our electricity, allow us recreational opportunities and supply 
life-sustaining water, it is good to know that, in the middle of it 
all, a truly “Grand” river still flows.Above: Map of the Grand Lake Watershed.                                            

opposite page: Aerial view of the confluence of the Neosho River (left) and 
Spring River (right). They join to form the Grand River. 
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Although thousands of people have taken the opportu-
nity to tour the Grand River Dam Authority’s historic 
Pensacola Dam, there are others out there who have 

yet to make the trek into the powerhouse. So, what can those 
folks expect to see when they visit?

First of all, during an opening video presentation in the GRDA 
Ecosystems and Education Center (where free Pensacola dam 
tours originate) they can expect to learn more about the men 
and women who first envisioned and later constructed the dam. 
The idea for such a dam was first born in the 19th century, but 
construction did not take place until the late 1930s. Therefore, 
it was Depression-era labor that built Pensacola Dam at a time 
when electricity was still considered a luxury for many Oklaho-
mans. The video contains facts and figures about those con-
struction days, as well as black and white photos showing the 
men and women who donated blood, sweat and tears to turn 
the idea into a reality.

Visitors can also expect to look out across the top of the mile-
long dam as it stretches from Langley to Disney, across the 
Grand River Valley. This is the southern end of Grand Lake O’ 
the Cherokees, a 46,500 surface-acre lake that attracts thou-
sands and thousands of visitors every year. The lake filled soon 
after the dam’s completion in 1940, and it has been considered 
Oklahoma’s premier water playground ever since. The dam was 
built at one of the widest parts of the river valley and, to say the 
least, the view is impressive at this point of the lake, where the 
waters are at their deepest and the concrete of the man-made 
dam meets the waters of the Grand.

A ride down into the dam’s historic powerhouse will also leave 
an impression on visitors because the elevator itself is a piece of 
history. Visitors step back in time when they step into the man-
ually-operated elevator with brass-handled controls and interior 
features that look and feel like the early 1940s. The elevator 
-- which is tested and maintained on a regular basis -- has made 

countless trips down through the bluff and into the powerhouse 
since it was a first constructed 70-plus year ago. 

When the doors open on the bottom floor, visitors can expect 
to see the shining white concrete walls and shelves of electric 
control cables that define the long tunnel leading to the power-
house’s generator floor. Other than a new coat of paint on occa-
sion, and upgraded cables as needed, the interior of the tunnel 
looks the same as it did when the first coat of paint was applied. 
As visitors look close at the concrete walls, they will see the im-
pression left from the wooden forms used during construction.

The art deco design of the powerhouse will be evident to visitors 
as they step onto the generator floor where Oklahoma’s oldest 
hydroelectric units (upgraded in the late 1990s) still play a vital 
role in power production for GRDA customers.  Visitors in the 
heat of summer can expect it to be plenty warm in the power-
house if the generators are turning. As they walk by those gen-
erators, visitors can appreciate not only the massive size of the 
units, but also the sheer engineering feat of constructing such 
a facility in the late 1930s. Believe it or not, when the dam was 
being built, many critics felt it would produce more power than 
GRDA could ever market. Today though, the low-cost, reliable 
electricity produced by Pensacola amounts to a small portion of 
GRDA’s overall production.

Finally, as visitors make their way up the back steps behind the 
powerhouse they will have a good view of the dam’s impressive 
and colossal arches. There are 51 of them, stretching the length 
of the river valley, holding back the waters that create Grand 
Lake, while giving Pensacola Dam its unique look. That “look” 
along with the important role the dam has played in Northeast 
Oklahoma’s development since 1940, are key reasons it is listed 
on the National Register for Historic Places. 

On a tour of 
historic Pensacola Dam
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Of course, there are plenty of other things visitors can expect to 
see, and learn, on a tour of historic Pensacola Dam and what’s 
been mentioned here just begins to scratch the surface of the 
facility that represents the very foundation of GRDA.  For more 

information on a tour, stop by the GRDA Ecosystems and Edu-
cation Center in Langley, visit grda.com or send your questions 
to tours@grda.com.On a tour of 

historic Pensacola Dam

Left: GRDA Tour Guide Roy 
Heginbotham at the 2012 Sum-
mer Lake Launch, held in April.
Below: School groups are com-
mon sights at historic Pensacola 
Dam. Hundreds of children learn 
about hydroelectricity each year 
on the tours.
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Since its beginning in 1935, the Grand River Dam Authority has been in the hydroelectricity business. After all, Pensacola Dam 
– Oklahoma’s first hydroelectric facility -- was built to harness the waters of the Grand River, and the river has produced a lot of 
megawatts of electricity for the state of Oklahoma in 70-plus years.

Of course, Pensacola is just one part of GRDA’s hydroelectric history. The Authority also built Robert S. Kerr Dam in the early 
1960s and the Salina Pumped Storage Project (SPSP) in the late 1960s/early 1970s. All together, these resources play a role in meeting 
the electrical demand of thousands of Oklahomans all across the state, and its all done with clean, renewable hydroelectric power.

According to the United States Geological Survey (USGS), hydroelectric facilities, like GRDA’s, “fit the concept of renewable 
energy” because these facilities use “running water, without reducing its quantity, to produce electricity.”  At GRDA, that water is 
used repeatedly as it flows down the Grand River, through Pensacola Dam and Kerr Dam, and also as it is pumped up and stored at 
the SPSP. 

However, the USGS states there are other benefits to producing electricity with the power of falling water. Here are a few:

 • Hydroelectricity increases the stability and reliability of electricity systems because hydroelectric generator units, like 
those inside GRDA dams, can be started very quickly. In fact, “energy generated by hydroelectric installations can be injected into 
the electricity system faster than that of any other energy source” says the USGS.  That is certainly true at GRDA, where a benefi-
cial mixture of coal, natural gas and hydroelectric generation resources also helps maintain system reliability.

 • Hydroelectricity contributes to the storage of drinking water. Did you know that GRDA lakes serve as storage for 50 
Oklahoma municipal water systems and rural water districts, including Tulsa? Grand, Hudson and the W.R. Holway Reservoir 
(SPSP) all serve as water storage reservoirs to help meet the needs of thousands of Oklahomans. Without the presence of hydro-
electric plants, that storage might not be available.

 • Hydroelectric power helps develop the entire region. Prior to Pensacola Dam, the surrounding region was rugged and 
rural. Today, that region is the heart of a large and thriving tourism and recreation industry that revolves around GRDA lakes. Of 
course, the abundance of low-cost, reliable electricity, produced by GRDA, helps support that thriving region too.

There are other benefits, of course, but these are just a few of the reasons why the GRDA story is really a “power for progress” story for 
Oklahoma. At GRDA, we are proud of the role our employees play, everyday, to keep the power flowing to our Oklahoma neighbors.

The benefits of 
hydroelectricity
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Pensacola Dam
• Constructed 1938 – 40
• Created Grand Lake O’ The Cherokees
• Oklahoma’s oldest hydroelectric facility
• Six turbine generators, 
• 126 Megawatt capacity
• Units upgraded in late 1990s, early 2000s

Salina Pumped
 Storage Project
• Stage 1: 1968, Stage 2: 1972
• Located on Saline Creek arm of Lake Hudson
• Created W.R. Holway Reservoir
• Earth and rock dam located in Chimney Rock  
   Hollow
• Six hydroelectric pump/turbine units
• Total generation capacity of 260 megawatts

Robert S. Kerr Dam
• Completed in 1964
• Created Lake Hudson
• Four turbine generators, total capacity of 121 MW
• Once again, using the “energy” of the  Grand River
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The beginning of GRDA
GRDA was created by the Oklahoma Legislature in 1935 to be 
a “conservation and reclamation district for the waters of the 
Grand River.” The legislation which created GRDA outlined its 
primary responsibility this way:

(a) To control, store and preserve, within the boundaries of the District, 
the water of the Grand River and its tributaries for any useful purpose 
and to use, distribute and sell the same within the boundaries of the 
District.

(b) To develop and generate water power and electric energy within the 
boundaries of the District;

GRDA Electricity
GRDA fulfills its responsibilities by operating three hydroelec-
tric facilities and managing two lakes along the Grand River 
system. These facilities, along with the GRDA Coal Fired 
Complex and the Redbud Plant (natural gas) combine to give 
GRDA a diverse electric generation portfolio that helps keep 
rates low and reliability high for customers. 

Directly or indirectly, GRDA’s low-cost, reliable electricity 
serves nearly 500,000 Oklahoma homes and stretches into 75 of 
77 counties in the state.

Headquartered in Vinita, Oklahoma, the Grand River Dam Authority is a state-owned electric utility; 
fully funded by revenues from electric and water sales instead of taxes. 

A glimpse into GRDA

GRDA sells electricity to Oklahoma municipalities, electric co-
operatives and industry. Most of GRDA’s relationships with its 
municipal customers are over 60 years old. GRDA’s relationship 
with one of its largest customers, Northeast Oklahoma Electric 
Cooperative, also dates back to the 1940s. Today, the coopera-

tive serves the electricity needs of 
much of the GRDA lakes region.

Meanwhile, availability of 
GRDA power and water helped 
to establish the Oklahoma 
Ordnance Works Authority and 
MidAmerica Industrial Park, 
near Pryor, 50 years ago. Ac-
cording to maip.com, “nearly 80 
companies are operating at the 
park that collectively employ 
over 4,500 people.”

GRDA Lakes
GRDA also manages 70,000 
surface acres of lakes in the 
state, including Grand Lake, 
Lake Hudson and the W.R. 
Holway Reservoir. These lakes 
helped transform the rugged 
and rural landscape of North-
east Oklahoma into a thriving 
recreational destination. 

Serving as an economic devel-
opment engine, the lakes area 
contributes to a broad tax base 
for Oklahoma. Meanwhile 
GRDA dams play an important 
role in the region’s flood control 
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and water storage. Today, over 
50 Oklahoma water districts and 
municipal water systems, includ-
ing Tulsa, draw water from GRDA 
lakes. All services associated with ad-
ministering that water supply (legal, 
security, etc.) are provided by GRDA 
at no cost to Oklahoma taxpayers.

GRDA workforce
The Team GRDA workforce in-
cludes 500 Oklahomans in highly 
skilled positions, all dedicated to 
maintaining GRDA’s reputation 
as Oklahoma’s low-cost, reliable 
electric power supplier and as a good 
steward of the natural resources un-
der GRDA control. Together, they continue to produce the same 
“power for progress” that has benefited the state for 75 years.

GRDA at a glance
• Is fully funded by the revenues from electricity and water sales, not tax dollars.
• Is the nation’s 20th largest public power utility (based on generation capability, according to the 
American Public Power Association).
• Is second only to Oklahoma Water Resources Board in amount of jurisdiction over state water 
resources.
• Provides three lakes (70,000+ surface acres) for the use of lake area visitors.
• Does not charge daily use or ramp access fees (other lakes may charge $2 to $6 daily).

Nighttime at the GRDA Coal Fired Com-
plex. The two units at the GRDA Coal Fired 
Complex combine to produce over 1,000 
megawatts (MW) of low cost, reliable elec-
tricity for GRDA customers.

A dedicated workforce of nearly 250 employees keep the power flowing from 
the GRDA Coal Fired Complex.
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It is only fitting that the windows of the Grand River Dam Au-
thority’s Water Quality Laboratory open up to views of Grand 
Lake. After all, the lab exists because of those waters.

Located on the lower level of the GRDA Ecosystems and Edu-
cation Center in Langley, the lab is a key tool for the everyday 
efforts of GRDA as it works to maintain a reputation as a good 
steward of the natural resources under its control. Those natural 
resources include 70,000 surface acres of Grand River waters, 
including Grand Lake, Lake Hudson and the W.R. Holway 
Reservoir.    

In operation since 2010, the lab’s focus is water quality research. 
GRDA partnered with both Oklahoma State University and 
the University of Oklahoma to equip the lab with the tools nec-
essary to do that research. Members of the GRDA Ecosystems 
Management Department man the lab, along with interns from 
the universities. They stay busy collecting samples, running tests 
and gathering the all-important data needed to determine what 
is happening with the waters of the Grand River system.

“This is really some exciting stuff,” said GRDA Lab Technician 
Roger Simmons, who spent two decades working in the labora-
tory at the GRDA Coal Fired Complex before his move to the 
Ecosystems Department. “We are doing a lot of research on the 
lakes right now.”

Broad Areas of Research
That research covers a broad area: nutrients, metals, bacteria 
and other characteristics of the water. According to Simmons, 
the state-of-the-art lab is equipped with most of the important 
components necessary to do this research and, with the assis-
tance of the university interns, the manpower is abundant as well.

“Instead of waiting a week for results we will be able to have 
the results immediately,” said Simmons. “That’s one nice thing 
about the equipment we have now.”

Some components are even new to the lab since the 2011 blue 
green algae (BGA) outbreak on many Northeast Oklahoma 

Ecosystems and Education Center water lab 
helps fulfill mission
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lakes. During that stretch in late June and early July, the GRDA 
Ecosystems Team stayed busy collecting and analyzing samples 
on a daily basis.  

“During the early part of the BGA outbreak we were doing our 
own sampling and testing, but also working with the Oklahoma 
Department of Environmental Quality and a Florida-based lab,” 
said GRDA Assistant General Manager of Ecosystems/ Lake 
Management Dr. Darrell Townsend. “It was important to have 
as many experts as possible looking at these samples.”

GRDA also consulted with the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers during the BGA outbreak; that agency had previ-
ously dealt with major BGA presence in a Kansas lake.  

According to Townsend, the Florida lab had capabilities that 
GRDA did not have in Langley. However, the lab on the shores 
of Grand Lake is starting to catch up. In fact, Simmons said, 
GRDA expects the lab to become certified for nutrient testing 
later this year. 

 Lab Certification
“Certification means that when I run a test, or when [GRDA 
Biologist Sam Ziara] runs a test, it’s right,” said Simmons. “It 

means we don’t need another lab to verify for us. However, on 
some of our tests, we will still be getting a second opinion.”

The certification is administered through the Oklahoma De-
partment of Environmental Quality (ODEQ), as part of the 
National Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program 
(NELAC). The lab must run a series of blind tests to gain certi-
fication. Once it is achieved, the lab will be required to run and 
pass these blind tests twice a year to maintain certification.  

“Certification adds an important level of credibility to our 
research and acts as another level of checks and balances 
on the type of data we are producing ensuring that our 
results are reliable, accurate, and free of contamination,” said 
Townsend.

However, before certification, ODEQ will perform an 
inspection. Number of tests run annually, log book accuracy, 
even accuracy of thermometers in the freezers are just some 
things that will be reviewed.

“There is nothing wrong with that,” added Simmons. “They 
want to know if we are running the tests properly, how we 
run them and they even want to know how we clean our 
glassware.”

While nutrient certification should happen in 2012, Sim-
mons added that the lab will work to achieve metals testing 
certification in 2013.

“Certification indicates to our fellow resource agencies that 
our lab practices have met the state standards for reliability, 
accuracy, with all the proper quality assurance and quality 
control measures in place,” added Townsend.

 

Permanent Sampling Sites
As part of the new GRDA Lakes Advisory System, which is 
being introduced during summer 2012, the Ecosystems De-
partment has established 12 permanent testing sites on Grand 
Lake, eight on Lake Hudson and three on the W.R. Holway 
Reservoir. The sites will have GPS coordinates to insure the 
locations remain accurate, and GRDA will draw samples from 
these locations on a regular basis; once a month during the 
winter months and twice a month in the summer. If conditions 
warrant, samples would be taken weekly.

Above: GRDA Biologist Sam Ziara collecting water samples from Grand Lake.
opposite page: GRDA Lab Technician Roger Simmons (left) and a student-in-
tern complete a water sample analysis in the GRDA Water Quality Laboratory.



26

Ziara will also be taking a water profile reading at every site with 
a “hydro lab.” This is an electronic device that analyzes the water 
column and can gather data at one meter intervals on parame-
ters like water temperature, dissolved oxygen, conductivity, pH, 
turbidity and others. Ultimately, it’s another tool in GRDA’s 
efforts to arm itself with important water information. 

“We should get a tremendous amount of data and will be able 
to see the trends over the next three to five years,” said Simmons. 
“People like Dr. Townsend and Sam can analyze that data and 
tell us what it all means. 

For many years prior to the creation of the GRDA Ecosystems 
Department, groups like the all-volunteer Grand Lake Water 
Watch program – working in conjunction with the Oklahoma 
Water Resources Board (OWRB) – also worked to gather im-
portant Grand Lake data.

While all that data and sampling is important, just the fact that 
there is lab focused on the waters of the Grand River system sets 
this lab apart from others and puts GRDA waters at the front of 
the line.

“We could always send off these samples to other labs, but when 
we do that, our sample would not necessarily be the top prior-
ity,” stressed Simmons. “Here, testing the waters of GRDA lakes 
is the priority in this lab.”

Beyond the lab, across the region
Of course, GRDA’s water monitoring efforts can only diagnose 
water conditions. Maintaining a healthy lake system, preventing 
and solving water quality issues requires the assistance of many 
others across the region.

That is especially true along the Grand River System because 
most of its watershed lies in other states, including Kansas, 
Missouri and Arkansas. To help bring all these states and their 
resource agencies together, GRDA has hosted the four-state 
watershed conference in the “Grand Hall” of the Ecosystems 
Building, adjacent to the laboratory. Conferences were held 
in April 2010 and again in April 2012.

“The conference is a chance to reinforce an ongoing dialogue 
with other groups all across the watershed,” said Townsend. 
GRDA actually hosted the first conference on the the same 
day the Ecosystems Center was opened to the public. 

Going forward
When he thinks about the lab’s future role, Townsend be-
lieves it holds much potential as a tool for the entire region 
and his goal is to take it to new heights for the good of the 
watershed.

“We’d like for our ecosystem water quality research lab to 
play a significant role in addressing some of the adverse envi-

One of GRDA’s floating water quality profilers in Grand Lake near Pensacola Dam. 
Right: GRDA Ecosystem’s Brent Davis is one member of the team respon-
sible for gathering samples from Grand and Hudson lakes.
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ronmental issues threatening the integrity 
of watersheds in the 21st century,” said 
Townsend. “It serves as the foundation of 
our long-term partnerships with the regions 
top scientists from multiple disciplines.

This type of structured cooperation, added 
Townsend, maximizes the region’s resources 
and facilitates necessary dialogue among 
the states with a vested interest in conserva-
tion and restoration of shared watersheds.

Caretakers
For the GRDA Ecosystems team, ev-
erything ultimately circles back to the 
responsibility given to GRDA when the 
agency was born in 1935: to be a conser-
vation and reclamation district for the 
waters of the Grand River.

“These waters represent a vital resource for 
thousands of people, as well as wildlife and 
fisheries,” added Townsend. “Water sup-
ply, recreational opportunities, economic 
impact; all these things depend on these 
waters. So, through our work in the lab and 
our other ecosystems efforts, we want to do 
all we can to care for them.” 

Several presenters were on hand to share water quality research findings during 2012 Grand Lake 
Watershed Conference, hosted by GRDA.
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Economic benefit of fishing 
Tournaments on GRDA lakes

For centuries, long before there was ever a Grand or Hud-
son Lake, the waters of the Grand River were sustaining 
life. People of centuries gone by would make their homes 

near the river’s edge; use its flow to move from place to place 
and draw from it to meet the needs of their hungry and thirsty 
families.

These days, those same Grand waters – now forming scenic 
lakes along the Ozark foothills – are still used to sustain life. 
However their wide open expanses and quiet coves are also an 
attractive draw for sport and recreation.

From the earliest days of Grand Lake, created in 1940, water en-
thusiasts have been drawn to it for boating, swimming, sailing 
and of course, fishing. And, in Northeast Oklahoma, fishing is 
big business and a major contributor to the lake area economy.

“The biggest crowds come to Grand and Hudson in the sum-
mer and spend a lot of money, but most of that crowd is only 
here for four to five months of the year,” said GRDA Fisheries 
Coordinator/Tournament Director Brent Davis. “As for the 
fishing tournaments though, many of them come to Grand and 
Hudson 10 months of the year if the weather holds.” 

That is why the sport fishing industry remains a very important 
boost to small businesses around the lakes region, added Davis. 
“It helps get them through the end of the year and carries over 
into the New Year.”

Together, Grand and Hudson lakes 
are the site of 100-plus fishing 
tournaments each year. These tourna-
ments draw thousands of boats and 
anglers to some of the best fishing 
waters in the state and the region.

That status is backed up with real 
figures. Each year, the Oklahoma 
Department of Wildlife Conserva-
tion (ODWC) releases its Oklahoma 
Bass Tournaments Annual Report. 
This report uses five “fishing qual-
ity” indicators to rank the state’s 

best bass lakes. Those indicators include 1) Percent Success; 2) 
Average Weight; 3) Average First Place (tournament) Weight; 4) 
Average Number Caught; and 5) Average Hours per five-pound 
Bass. 

In the most recent report, from 2010, Grand Lake ranks third 
to continue “its annual showing at or near the top of our list,” 
states the ODWC report. In past years, Lake Hudson has also 
been a frequent visitor to the top 10 list.

However, like a perfect cast hitting the waters and causing a rip-
ple effect, the impact of so many tournaments – and so much fishing 
success – on GRDA lakes also ripples across the area economy. 

In 2009, Grand Lake hosted a total of 162 fishing tournaments 
which included 14,250 anglers. It is estimated that each of those 
anglers spent an average of $120 dollars per tournament (for 
food, fuel and lodging). If that is the case, the economic impact 
totals $1.7 million for 2009 alone. 

As for Lake Hudson, it hosted a total of 143 tournaments com-
bined in 2010 and 2011. What was the economic impact from 
those events? Approximately $2.3 million over twoyears.

According to Davis, who works closely with tournament orga-
nizers on both lakes, larger, more prestigious tournaments like 
the B.A.S.S. Bassmaster Classic (coming to Grand Lake in Feb-
ruary 2013) equal even more money spent per angler, per day.

Boats line the shore along a Lake Hudson 
cove during a recent fishing tournament. 
Both Grand and Hudson lakes have a solid 
reputation among the region’s tournament 
anglers.
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“I am going to say $300 to $400 per day,” said Davis, pointing 
out that those numbers are just for the anglers themselves, and 
do not include the dollars spent by the fans who attend the events.

Grand Lake Association Executive Director Tad Jones, whose 
organization promotes Grand Lake all across the country, says 
the impact of a major fishing tournament does more than ben-
efit the area economy, it also raises the profile of the lake region.

“The B.A.S.S. Bassmaster Classic next February will also give 
Grand Lake unprecedented notoriety around the nation,” said 
Jones. “We will get nearly $11 million worth of free advertising 
for the lake on the internet, TV and magazines.”

Jones also noted that the American Bass Anglers American 
Fishing Tour Tournament will be coming to Grand Lake in 
October 2012, bringing with it 500 anglers from all over the 
country for a full week’s worth of fishing. That tournament 

alone will provide more than $1 million in eco-
nomic boosts for the area.

Earlier this year, the editors of Bassmaster Maga-
zine published their rankings of the top 100 bass 
fishing lakes across the United States. It was no 
surprise to many that Grand Lake was ranked in 
the top 20 of that list, coming in at 17.  

Good management techniques will help pre-
serve that type of status in the years ahead. The 
GRDA Ecosystems Management Department, 
established in 2004, has made fisheries enhance-
ment and protection a top priority. Through 
programs like Rush for Brush and its working 
relationship with tournaments, GRDA hopes to 

preserve the well-earned reputations Grand and Hudson have 
for fishing success.

“The GRDA Ecosystems Department has set up guidelines 
for tournament directors to follow to protect the resource,” 
said Davis. “GRDA has a responsibility to take care of the fish, 
and even though it wasn’t a very popular move when we first 
changed the way tournaments were run (GRDA revised its 
tournament guidelines in July 2005), we feel it was a must to 
keep our lakes at the top of the list of the best lakes in the state 
and country.”

Fishing tournament results, and the economy, are strong indica-
tors that GRDA’s lakes will be among the best for years to come.

Above: Grand Lake typically welcomes fishing tournaments ten months out 
of the year. Recently, it was named among the top 100 bass fishing lakes in 
the country by Bassmaster Magazine. 
Below: While the lakes are popular spots for competitve anglers, the tourna-
ments also draw hundreds of spectators each year as well.
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PERMIT NuMBERS:
Upon issuance of said permit, a number will be assigned to each residential Dock. These numbers shall be no smaller 
than three (3) inches high and shall be affixed to the residential Dock as to be easily visible from the water.

TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP:
If ownership of a residential Dock is sold or transferred, the new owner must apply for a new permit and notify the 
Office of Ecosystems Management within fourteen (14) days after property transfer is complete or remove the facility 
and restore the use area within thirty days (30) after ownership transfer. The application process to transfer an existing 
residential Dock shall be the same for requesting a permit for a new Dock; however, the applicant need not have a new 
survey completed if (i) an old survey clearly indicates the GRDA taking line or (ii) the legal description of a previous 
owner’s deed of conveyance uses the GRDA taking line as a point of reference. GRDA reserves the right to require a 
new survey, if justified by the circumstances.

WAIVER:
The Board, upon written application and after hearing subject to the procedural and substantive standards hereinafter 
set forth, may grant waivers to the application of these rules and regulations:

Waivers of these rules and regulations may be granted by the Board of Directors of GRDA upon application. In approv-
ing waivers of these rules and regulations, the Board of Directors shall consider positive and negative impacts to the 
following: 
 • Characteristics, zoning and prevailing permitted uses within a half-mile radius of the proposed activity.
 • Shoreline topography and geometry.
 • Safety, navigation and flood control requirements.
 • Environmental impacts.
 • Potential economic development and tourism benefits.
 • Recreational use impacts.
 • Statutory mandates (82 O.S. 861 et seq.).

COMPLIANCE:
If the permit holder fails to comply with applicable laws, rules or regulations or ceases to use, operate or maintain a 
permitted facility, the Office of Ecosystems Management may revoke the permit and cause the facility to be removed by 
contract or otherwise, and the permit holder agrees to pay all costs incurred thereof.

DOCK DAMAGE:
If a Dock is damaged by weather (i.e. high winds, tornado), the permit holder has ninety (90) days to repair.   
Rules as of May 2007

Dock 101

Kenny Baker Janet DelliSanti Charlie Floyd Janet Winfrey
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Safety First Around Our Dams

sIGns: 

Posted at GRDA hydroelectric facil-
ity (Pensacola Dam, Robert S. Kerr 
Dam, and the Salina Pumped Stor-
age Project) to warn of extreme dan-
ger in floodgate areas. Please be aware 
of other signs near GRDA facilities that 
notify you of no trespassing areas, no 
diving areas, or unstable footing. 

Buoys: 
Red buoys and cabling above and 
below spillway gates and hydroelectric 

safety around its hydroelectric facilities is a top priority for the Grand River Dam Authority. 
signs, buoys, sirens, fencing and flashing lights are all intended to notify those in the area 
when floodgates are open, generators are operating or water is rising swiftly. 

For more information
about GRDA lakes,

such as:

•
Ecosystems Management

•
Dock Permits

•
Other Lake Permits

•
Lake Rules and Lake Safety

•
Grand Lake and Lake Hudson

•
GRDA Police

•

visit us at 

GRDA.CoM

powerhouse restrict access to danger-
ous areas associated with power gen-
eration or floodgate releases.

FLAsHInG LIGHTs: 
At hydroelectric facilities, the flashing 
lights are initiated when floodgates 
are opened or generation is initiated.

FEnCInG: 
In place to identify borders and to 
restrict access to certain areas near 
the hydroelectric facilities. 

sIREns: 
These are located at various loca-
tions on the hydroelectric facilities 
and are utilized prior to the opera-
tion of hydroelectric generators and/
or floodgates.

GRAnD LAkE LIGHTHousEs: 
As navigational aids, several light-
houses are located on Grand Lake, 
around the shoreline and in areas of 
shallow water. 

The Grand River Dam Authority has 
an ongoing maintenance program in 
place to ensure the lighthouses are 
functioning properly. 

If you have concerns regarding the 
lighthouses on Grand Lake, please 
contact GRDA at 918 782 4726, or 
e-mail lighthouses@grda.com.

or follow us on 
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GRDA Ecosystems’ Jacklyn Jaggars and Roger Simmons (seated) welcome guests to the 2012 GRDA Summer Lake Launch.


